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The Thirteenth Annual Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Conference For Educators
 
The Holocaust in Film: From Newsreels and Documentaries
to Schindler’s List and Beyond
 
New York, NY – Nearly 300 educators are expected to attend the Thirteenth Annual Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Conference For Educators, which this year examines the Holocaust in film.

The Holocaust in Film: From Newsreels and Documentaries to Schindler’s List and Beyond will take place on Tuesday, March 13 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

The rise of the Nazis, the Holocaust, its immediate aftermath, and the attempts of the survivors to reestablish their lives are subjects that have been richly explored by filmmakers. Film’s ability to bring history to life and to engage the emotions make it a useful medium for teachers with which to present such a difficult topic. 

Guest speakers include Neal Gabler, a distinguished author, cultural historian, and television commentator, and filmmaker, author and producer Daniel Anker.
 
This program will explore how newsreels, documentaries, and commercial motion pictures have been used to portray the Holocaust from its origins to the present day. Attention will be devoted to examining the pedagogic and philosophical issues teachers should consider when using film to teach the Holocaust.  This symposium is ideally suited for middle and high school teachers of History and Social Studies, Media Studies, Jewish history, American studies, history of film, and English.  The conference is free of charge but registration is required. To register, please call 646.437.4200 x4505.

The featured speaker is Fanya Heller, a Holocaust survivor and author of Love in a World of Sorrow: A Teenage Girl's Holocaust Memoirs, whose own story is told in the film Teenage Witness: The Fanya Heller Story, which was the recipient of the 2010 Silver Telly Award and aired on PBS stations around the country in 2011. Ms. Heller has sponsored the annual conference every year since 2000.  She serves on the Museum’s Board of Trustees, and the Museum is grateful for her strong commitment to Holocaust education. 

 MORE

In Teenage Witness, Fanya Heller shares her unique story with inner city teenagers who can relate to the painful choices she was forced to make in the midst of the horror and chaos of the Holocaust.  Hidden with her parents and brother for two and a half years, Ms. Heller’s story resonates with the extremes of fear, starvation and a remarkable tenacity of spirit as death is slowly seeping in against life. “What is most important to me about making this film,” says Ms. Heller, “is that this is another medium of reaching people – particularly the younger generations – who must be exposed to lessons in courage and tolerance, as well as to the dangers of prejudice and baseless hatred.”

Fanya Gottesfeld Heller was born in Ukraine in 1924 and, despite starvation, disease, and constant danger of arrest and execution by the Nazis, survived the Holocaust along with her family. A Trustee of the Museum, she relates her experiences through her book and as a lecturer in the Museum’s Speakers Bureau. Love in a World of Sorrow, now in its third printing, has become an important teaching resource and has been placed on the curriculum of courses at Princeton University, Yale University, and at Ben Gurion University of the Negev in Israel.  Mrs. Heller is the recipient of the Louis E. Yavner Citizen Award, presented annually by the New York Board of Regents in recognition of outstanding contributions to teaching about the Holocaust and other violations of human rights. Mrs. Heller obtained a B.A. and an M.A. in psychology from the New School for Social Research and honorary degrees from Yeshiva University and Bar-Ilan University.

Neal Gabler is a distinguished author, cultural historian, and television commentator who has been called “one of America’s most important public intellectuals.” His first book, An Empire of Their Own: How the Jews Invented Hollywood, won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for History and the Theatre Library Association Award for the best book on television, radio, or film. His most recent book, Walt Disney: The Triumph of the American Imagination, a New York Times best-seller, was named the biography of the year by USA Today and won Mr. Gabler his second Los Angeles Times Book Prize. Mr. Gabler is a regular contributor to the New York Times, the Boston Globe, and the Los Angeles Times, and his essays and articles have appeared in Newsweek, Vanity Fair, The Nation, and many other publications. He has made appearances on The Today Show, CBS Morning News, Entertainment Tonight, Charlie Rose, and the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.
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Filmmaker Daniel Anker’s credits include Scottsboro: An American Tragedy, for which he received an Oscar nomination and an Emmy Award, Music from the Inside Out, a documentary featuring the Philadelphia Orchestra that enjoyed a successful theatrical run and was a finalist for the International Documentary Association's Distinguished Feature Award, and the acclaimed film Imaginary Witness: Hollywood and the Holocaust, for the BBC and AMC, which has been shown widely around the world since its debut in 2004 at the Tribeca Film Festival.


About the Museum
The Museum’s exhibitions educate people of all ages and backgrounds about the rich tapestry of Jewish life over the past century—before, during, and after the Holocaust.  Current special exhibitions include Emma Lazarus: Poet of Exiles, on view through December 2012 and Let My People Go!: The Soviet Jewry Movement, 1967-1989, on view through April 29, 2012. It is also home to the award-winning Keeping History Center, an interactive visitor experience, and Andy Goldsworthy’s memorial Garden of Stones. The Museum offers visitors a vibrant public program schedule in its Edmond J. Safra Hall and receives general operating support from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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